7<2	DAILY LIFE  IN ATHENS
went, the population of Athens was very large; but even so
most citizens must have known a large number of their fellows
by sight. As in a public school, there were characters that
every one recognized—the fat man Cleonymus, or Cleisthenes the
effeminate fop. Comic playwrights could always raise a laugh
by alluding to them. There were nicknames, too, by which
even adults were known—the Bat and the Monkey, and so
forth. Men fell naturally into social sets—the young bloods,
for instance, who belonged to aristocratic families, wore their
hair long and rode in the cavalry. Young men formed themselves
into clubs, calling themselves fancy names, such as 'the Rips' or
'the Independents', and would amuse themselves by waylaying
inoffensive folk at nights. But on the whole there was very
little snobbery or social exclusiveness at Athens. As Plato's
dialogues show, men formed readily into groups and did not
stand on ceremony with a stranger. The gymnasium and
wrestling-ground were common resorts. When Socrates got
back from the wars, so Plato relates, he went straight to one of
these and every one jumped up to greet him and ask the news
from the front. Conversation never flagged. For the Greeks
were never so happy as when talking. Some of the more old-
fashioned no doubt maintained a dignified gravity of demeanour;
but the majority, as we may guess, were less restrained; and
their excitable chatter would doubtless be accompanied, as it
is to-day, by frequent shrugs of the shoulders and lively gesticu-
lation of the hands. For they were a race of actors born. They
were no mere loungers, preferring always to stand rather
than sit, which they considered a slavish posture. Often, while
talking, they would pace up and down, wheeling in a regular
line if there were many of them. Walking was a very popular
form of exercise; and they thought nothing of a tramp to the
Piraeus, five miles off, and back again. Here is a delightful
account which Plato gives of a stroll by the Ilissus, one of the
sluggish rivers which flows hard by the city:

